
   
 
 

HOMER GLEN  
DESIGN GUIDELINES FOR SUSTAINABILITY  

AND DEVELOPMENT 

 
12.27.19 Landscape Design Guidelines 

The recommended landscape guidelines provide information on the Village of 
Homer Glen’s desired landscape treatments for private and public properties to 
be used by developers and Village officials in the preparation and review of site 
development plans.   
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L A N D S C A P E  D E S I G N  G U I D E L I N E S  

OVERVIEW  
The Landscape Design Guidelines have been prepared as a result of the commitment of the 
officials of Homer Glen to ensure the enhancement of the character and quality of the urban 
landscape and, as a result, the overall economic and environmental sustainability of the 
Village.  Landscaping as an essential element of good urban design provides for the needs of 
all citizens, minimizes potential conflicting land uses, integrates the built environment with 
the natural environment and provides for the “greening” of the urban landscape.  Urban 
environments, by their very nature, progressively become areas where the density of 
development continually changes the character and rural qualities of Homer Glen.  As a result, 
the urban landscape will assume a vital function in making new development areas a 
practical, pleasing and attractive environment in which to live and invest.    
 
Landscape requirements are intended to improve the overall aesthetic quality and 
environmental health of Homer Glen.  A well designed landscape plan creates a pedestrian-
friendly accessibility and brings a human-scale to the built environment.  Landscaping 
softens an urban environment, decreases the impact of large parking areas, screens 
undesirable site service areas, buffers between non-compatible land uses and improves the 
general character and quality of a community.  Landscape functions to preserve and enhance 
the environmental qualities of a site.    
 
Landscaping should provide for the aesthetic enhancement of a project site, screen 
objectionable objects from public view and replace vegetation loss due to development 
activity.  Landscaping is meant to accent and enhance buildings and is not to be used as a 
screen for uninspired building architecture.  A successful landscape project will consider the 
appropriate use of plant materials, proper plant spacing and long term maintenance needs for 
each plant type as noted herein.  Landscapes that exemplify water conservation design 
concepts are encouraged. 
 
Purpose  
In conjunction with the Village of Homer Glen's current process to update its Comprehensive 
Plan and Sign Regulations, the Village will be embarking on another concurrent process to 
update the Village's design guidelines regarding sustainability and development in Homer 
Glen.  This planning process focuses on three core elements of the Village's Design 
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Guidelines for Sustainability and Development: (1) Conservation Subdivision Ordinance; (2) 
Tree Preservation Ordinance; (3) Landscape Standards.  This element of the Comprehensive 
Plan provides recommendations on landscape guidelines that will be incorporated into the 
Village code.  The Sign Code is currently undergoing a comprehensive update.  
Recommended changes to the Village’s Conservation Design standards and Tree Preservation 
regulations are being addressed in a separate report.  
 
The recommended landscape guidelines are intended to: 
 

• Create and preserve open space to preserve natural land features, accommodate 
storm drainage systems, establish community recreation areas and create formal 
outdoor pedestrian realms. 

• Create landscape edges along streets and perimeter yards to provide transitions to 
adjacent land uses and developments. 

• Provide plantings along buildings and sidewalks to create a pedestrian-scaled 
environment and compliment building architecture. 

• To provide landscape material in parking lots to provide shade, reduce the heat 
island effect and visually break up large expanses of parking. 

• Create landscape areas that function to improve the environmental qualities of a 
site and reduce stormwater runoff. 

 
The purpose of these guidelines is to establish minimum landscape design standards without 
dictating specific planting styles, planting themes or planting arrangements.  To ensure 
continual and long term project results, each project shall give consideration to the following  
site and landscape design elements: 
 

• Parkways/Streetscapes 
• Pedestrian Accessibility 
• Buffer Yards 
• Foundations and Interior plantings 
• Parking Lots 
• Signs 
• Stormwater Facilities 

 
The Landscape Guidelines are an essential tool in the preparation of plans that require the 
Village’s approval such as Site Plans, Special Use Permits, Planned Developments, and major 
and minor site plan amendments.  The implementation of the Landscape Guidelines 
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contributes toward achieving the Village’s social, economic and environmental goals in close 
coordination with other Village plans and policies.   
 
The Landscape Guidelines work in conjunction with a number of existing Village plans, 
policies, and guidelines. For example, the Landscape Guidelines may be referenced within 
design guidelines that are specific to SubArea Plans in the Comprehensive Plan.  Landscape 
Guidelines are to be used in conjunction with and should support landscape objectives and 
standards outlined in the Village’s Conservation Design Ordinance, Tree Preservation 
Ordinance, Parks and Recreation Master Plan, ...?  These documents should be used together 
to ensure that all standards and requirements are met on a project. 
 
Current Situation in Homer Glen 
 
Landscaping is largely unregulated in the Village, with the exception of modest requirements 
imposed through the Planned Unit Development process.  Thus, achievement in landscaping, 
particularly in new residential, commercial and industrial developments are largely the result 
of best practices imposed by Village officials through the review of development plans or 
zoning applications.  
 
The Village’s Zoning Ordinance does not provide separate landscape standards, rather 
general landscape requirements are intended to screen incompatible land uses, and hide 
parking and loading areas.  There are, however, several sections of the Zoning Ordinance, 
particularly in the parking section, and other related Village Codes, including the Tree 
Preservation Ordinance, that contain relevant standards that should be referenced or 
incorporated in a new landscape ordinance.  These include: 
 

• Tree Preservation Ordinance – tree mitigation/replacement; tree survey and tree 
protection plan.  Tree Preservation requirements apply to all subdivisions, any 
buildable lot, and new buildings or expansions of existing buildings that exceed 25% 
of the existing floor area.  Tree removal is limited to 49% of the total diameter of 
significant trees in residential areas, and to 75% in non-residential areas.   
 

• Zoning Code – contains several instances where landscape requirements are 
referenced, such as screening requirements for auto repair and towing service uses 
without specific standards as to how this screening is to be accomplished.  The 
parking section of the Code establishes more extensive requirements for landscaping 
within the interior of non-residential sites, including specific standards for landscape 
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islands and buffering to adjacent residential uses.  However, a general reference is 
given to the types of landscape required such as a dense evergreen hedge, opaque 
fence or masonry wall.  The parking section also makes reference to the use of Best 
Management Practices (BMPs) by encouraging the use of native plantings and bio-
swales to minimize stormwater runoff and reduce pollution.  Landscaping is required 
for signs equivalent to the area of the sign with no specific planting requirements.  
Transition yard setback requirements for non-residential uses shall include grass, 
trees and other landscape materials with no specific standards on quantities or sizes. 
 

• Subdivision and Site Development Code – provides specific requirements for 
streetscapes or parkways within the public right-of-way.  Standards include maximum 
spacing of parkway trees and the minimum number of trees per lot frontage.  
Landscaping screening is required to buffer residential and non-residential uses, with 
details for berm grading when used.  Specific requirements are included for the type of 
landscape materials to be used, including limiting the use of any one tree species to 
25%, and minimum sizes of shade and ornamental trees.  Reference is given to creating 
a preferred tree planting list, but none is provided.  Other standards include minimum 
separation requirements between plants and fire hydrant and utilities, limiting 
obstructions at intersections, and installation requirements in accordance with 
standards adopted by the American Standards for Nursery Stock. 

 
 

LANDSCAPE GUIDELINES 

The preparation of these landscape guidelines are the result of best practices research of 
comparable communities, experiences of the consultant team, and policies contained in local 
plans and provided by various stakeholders in the Village.  A summary of policies and 
stakeholder comments are provided below: 

• Vision – enhancement of the unique countryside character of the Village. 
 

• Goals and Objectives – require well designed commercials areas, including sites, 
buildings and landscape areas; and require that all commercial areas are extensively 
landscaped with the highest standards. 
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• Stakeholders – encourage walkability; avoid monotony with overplanting of any type of 
tree species; incorporate BMPs such as permeable pavers and other practices to reduce 
flooding; require standards for residential lots; cluster trees so as to not hide tenants; 
create an approved tree list, and ensure ongoing maintenance. 

The following recommended landscape guidelines focus primarily on elements of landscaping 
that contribute to the aesthetic and environmental improvement to both residential and non-
residential areas, and that serve to mitigate the harsh impacts of urban development and the 
transitions between different uses such as commercial/industrial adjacent to residential uses.  
The following is a suggested outline of the recommended elements that should be considered 
in the creation of a landscape code.   

I. Purpose & Applicability 
II. Landscape Plan Submittal Requirements  
III. Coordination with other Applicable Village Codes 

a. Tree Preservation 
b. Subdivision and Site Development Code 
c. Others ??? 

IV. Landscape Materials (plants sizes and recommended tree list) 
V. Planting Standards by Land Use Type  

a. Single-Family 
b. Attached Single-family and Multiple Family 
c. Commercial/Industrial 

VI. Planting Standards by Landscape Zones 
a. Transition/Buffer Yards 
b. Internal Pedestrian Access 
c. Foundations 
d. Perimeter areas 
e. Screening areas (mechanical equipment, etc…) 
f. Parking Areas (reference standards in Section 220-1002 of the Village Code) 
g. Parkways/Streetscape (reference/coordinate with existing standards from 

Chapter 138: Subdivision and Site Development Code) 
h. Stormwater Detention Facilities 
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i. Signs 
VII. General Design Standards (guidelines for review of landscape plans) 
VIII. Best Management and Sustainability Practices 
IX. Installation Standards 
X. Maintenance 

 

STANDARDS BY LAND USE TYPE AND LANDSCAPE ZONE 

Applicability  
All new uses and changes to existing buildings which increase the floor area by 
25% or more, and uses that are reconstructed or redeveloped.  All uses subject to 
a zoning approval shall also comply. 
 

Landscape Materials (minimum standards for plants sizes and ground cover) 
 Canopy trees = 2.5 caliper inches 
 Ornamental single-stem = 2 inches 
 Ornamental multi-stem = 6 feet 
 Evergreen trees = 6 feet 
 Large shrubs = 36 inches 
 Small shrubs = 24 inches 
 Ground cover – prohibit the use of stone, rock, gravel as the principal material, and only 

allow as an accent. 

Residential  & Non Residential Uses 

Landscape requirements for residential uses 
typically involve ensuring adequate landscaping 
of parkway areas, landscaping within front yards 
and along foundations of new developments, 
and transition/buffer yards landscaping to 
adjacent major streets or non-residential uses.  

Land Use Types 
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The following are suggested elements of 
residential landscape design:  

Non-residential uses share similar elements with 
residential uses, such as planting requirements 
for parkways, foundation plantings, and 
transition/buffer yards.  However, landscaping 
for commercial areas is typically more extensive 
in that they must account for minimizing the 
impact of more intensive uses of land and can 
reflect the character and quality of the 
community, particularly along major commercial 
roads, such as 159th Street.   

Transition/Buffer Yards  

Providing for the appropriate amount of space 
and landscape material in transition or buffer 
yards is determined by the adjoining land use.  
Consideration should be given to the following 
when establishing transition/buffer yard 
planting requirements: 
 
 Provide minimum planting densities, types 

of materials and separation requirements for 
various land use types.  A combination of 
overstory trees, evergreen trees, ornamental 
trees, and large shrubs should be used.   

 Include a landscape berm of no less than 
three feet in height when adequate space is 
provided. 

 Consider reducing the required number of 
plant units if a solid fence structure or a 

Transition/Buffer Yards 
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berm, a minimum of six feet high with a 
maximum slope of 3:1, is used. 

 Consider allowing for varying types of 
transition yards based on plant density. 

 Provide credits for existing mature and 
desirable vegetation in lieu of required 
plantings. 

 
 
 
 
Internal Pedestrian Access  

Ease of circulation within and to a site for 
pedestrians should be clearly delineated and 
enhance with landscaping to enhance the 
experience and quality of each project.  
Consideration should be given to the following 
when establishing internal pedestrian access 
planting requirements:  
 
 Ensure that adequate pedestrian walkways 

exist along storefronts, within parking 
areas, and along the site perimeter to 
promote walking and biking.  

 Provide for a combination of canopy trees, 
shrubs, and ornamental grasses to create a 
safe walking zone and relief from the sun. 

 Include pedestrian amenities, such as seat-
walls along with planting areas and separate 
seating areas and areas with shaded 
canopies for larger projects.   

Internal Pedestrian Access 

Alternative transition yard plantings 
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 Consider the use of bollards and seat-walls and other landscape design elements to 
protect pedestrian areas, particularly in parking lots. 

Foundation and Perimeter Areas  

Foundation plantings are intended to 
complement the architecture of a building and 
create a human scale along the building’s edge 
and pedestrian areas.  Foundation landscaping 
should be provided around the perimeter of a 
building to minimize the “hard edge” that is 
created where the building meets the pavement 
and to break up large building masses. 
Consideration should be given to the following 
when establishing foundation and perimeter 
planting requirements:  

 Foundation planting required along all fronts 
and sides of buildings and any rear portion 
of buildings visible from public streets.   

 Foundation landscape areas shall be planted 
with a balance of under-story and evergreen 
trees, shrubs, annual and perennial flowers, 
and ground covers, designed to provide 
year-round colors. The majority of required 
foundation trees, shrubs, and ornamental 
grasses shall provide year-round visual 
interest. 

 Foundation landscape plantings should 
emphasize the softening of large expanses 
of building walls length and height, accent 
building entrances and architectural features 

Foundation & Perimeter Areas 
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and screen mechanical equipment adjacent to buildings.  
 Foundation planting areas adjacent to the building edges should be no less than 10’ wide 

and should include a combination of medium or large scale trees, shrubs, and 
groundcovers. 

 Perimeter landscape setbacks shall be provided as follows:  
o Landscaping should define entrances 

to parking lots and buildings. 
o Where parking areas abut public 

streets, a planting area should be 
provided. These planting areas 
should be treated with a mixture of 
canopy trees, shrubs, and 
groundcover.  

o Canopy trees should be selected and 
installed such that the first lateral 
branches are not less than 7’-0” ht. 

o Where parking areas abut residential properties or roads a screen of perimeter 
planting area should be provided. These areas should be treated with evergreen 
trees, opaque masonry or wood fences, or a combination of planting and fencing.  

Stormwater Detention Facilities 
On-site stormwater management detention 
ponds, wetlands and floodplain areas 
should be enhanced to provide unique 
natural amenities to the site. Where 
naturalized landscape areas are installed 
around stormwater retention/detention 
facilities, the areas must remain as 
naturalistic as possible, resemble natural 
water features, provide habitat and 
stormwater management benefits, and 
improve water quality. The following should 

Stormwater Detention Facilities 
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be incorporated into the design of the 
detention ponds:   

 Naturalized detention plantings that 
temporarily collects and stores stormwater 
runoff in a ‘wetland’ type area.     

 Pedestrian connections to these natural 
areas.  

 Pedestrian overlooks and other seating 
areas that overlook ponds and are 
immediately adjacent to trails. 

 The entire naturalized landscape area shall 
be planted with 100% context-appropriate 
naturalized landscaping, which shall 
provide complete coverage of the perimeter 
of the basins.  Landscaping should include 
native canopy and understory trees, and 
shrubs shall be planted along the perimeter 
as measured at the high water line.  

 A 15 foot wide naturalized landscape area should be established above all retention and 
detention pond high water levels in order to slow runoff, filter pollutants, recharge 
aquifers and enhance water quality. 

 Native landscaping that tolerates wet/dry conditions and attracts wildlife 
 Shallow pond slopes to support native plantings and attract wildlife. 
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Signs  

Landscaping around a sign is one way to draw 
attention to the information the sign presents 
while connecting it to its surroundings. An 
attractive setting increases the likelihood of 
positive responses to signage.  Section 220-
1005 of the Village Code requires that a 
landscape base be provided for each type of 
freestanding sign equivalent in area to the size 
of the sign.  Consideration should be given to 
the following when establishing sign planting 
requirements:  

 At least seventy-five percent (75%) of the 
area of the landscape bed around a ground 
sign shall be occupied by vegetation.  
Vegetation should have year-round interest 
and should include shrubs, ornamental 
grasses, and perennials; turfgrass is not 
permitted.  

 Plantings should be large enough to cover 
or soften the base of the sign without 
blocking the sign copy.     

Best Management and Sustainability  
Practices 
Sustainability and conservation landscaping 
both strive to work with nature to reduce air 
pollution, increase water quality, lower water 
consumption, utilize native plants, and reduce 
the usage of pest control.  Sustainable sites do 
not 

Signs 

Best Management/Sustainability 
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only mitigate negative impacts on the 
environment but are a mutual benefit to the 
site itself and the people who use it.   
Consideration should be given to the 
following when establishing sign planting 
requirements:  

 Each site should be designed to 
maintain natural stormwater flows by 
promoting infiltration. 

 Permeable paving such as pervious 
concrete, pervious asphalt, pervious 
pavers (including pervious subsurface 
materials) should be used to the extent 
practical in hardscape areas to reduce 
stormwater runoff and allow for 
groundwater recharge. Suggested 
locations for permeable paving include 
driveways, parking lots, drive aisles, 
alleys, and paving surfaces in plazas where practical.  

 Where infiltration is possible, vegetated swales should be designed with a subsurface 
infiltration trench to allow for infiltration. Vegetated swales or bioswales conveying 
stormwater should be provided along the edges of streets along parkways where 
practical. 

 Stormwater runoff should be diverted from impervious areas such as roofs and paths, 
to landscape areas and infiltration basins/swales where water can seep into the 
ground. 
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