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Even before the Village was incorporated and the term “sus-
tainability” became a staple in urban planning, Homer Glen has 
placed a premium on putting nature first and ensuring growth 
and development respects the natural environment.  This con-
scious approach to planning is reflected in the Village’s slogan:

“Community and Nature in Harmony”“Community and Nature in Harmony”

Large lots, serene natural landscapes, agricultural land, active 
farms, and equestrian facilities all contribute to this distinct blend 
of a growing community that plans with nature.  This chapter 
highlights other influential contributions to the attentive stew-
ardship that Homer Glen places on creating a sustainable com-
munity, as well as recommendations to continue conserving the 
environment and advancing sustainable practices..

GREEN VISION
As one of 16 communities in Illinois that received the 2002 
Governor’s Green Communities Demonstration Grant, Homer 
Glen was able to “identify environmental challenges and plan for 
a sustainable future.”  Figure 11.1 summarizes the key outcomes 
from Homer Glen’s Green Vision Plan, including a vision state-
ment and six core goals.

The 2002 Green Vision represented a forward-thinking plan 
that resulted from a collaboration of ideas and commit-
ment of the Homer Glen community to protect its natural 
resources in the face of mounting pressure to develop 
open land.  The visioning process was led by a steering
committee comprised of business and community mem-
bers, local government officials, and individuals represent-
ing environmental organizations.

Homer Glen’s Green Vision Statement and goals, as sum-
marized below, are consistent with the Vision Statement 
and guiding principles of the Comprehensive Plan Update.

GREEN VISION
FIGURE 11.1

Homer Glen will be an attractive, distinctive, and Homer Glen will be an attractive, distinctive, and 
environmentally sustainable community that environmentally sustainable community that 
protects its valuable water resources, natural protects its valuable water resources, natural 
landscapes, wildlife habitats, open spaces and landscapes, wildlife habitats, open spaces and 
agricultural settings essential to the well being agricultural settings essential to the well being 
and quality of life of Homer Glen residents.and quality of life of Homer Glen residents.

“

“

GREEN VISION STATEMENT

GOALS

(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)
(6)

Maintain an attractive and distinctive community.
Preserve natural resources, habitat, and wildlife.
Protect and enhance open space.
Promote a healthy parks and recreation system.
Provide a coordinated transportation network.
Promote and protect high quality water resources.
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EMERALD NECKLACE
As part of the open space goal in Homer Glen’s Green Vi-
sion Plan, one objective was to “develop an interconnect-
ed greenway system -- an ‘Emerald Necklace’ -- that links 
open space throughout the Village.”  Homer Glen has done 
well to establish a solid foundation for this Emerald Neck-
lace, particularly with the current trail system generally 
traversing the Village’s perimeter.  The graphic on the right 
and the map in Figure 11.2 highlight how the trail network, 
forest preserves, natural features, and agricultural land all 
comprise Homer Glen’s Emerald Necklace.

TREE PRESERVATION
In addition to the Conservation Design Ordiance, the Village 
approved its Tree Preservation Ordinance in 2006, primarily 
to prevent new development from clear cutting of trees and 
provide incentives to save large, mature trees.  Best manage-
ment practices must be taken to protect trees identified for 
preservation.  Homer Glen’s commitment to tree care and 
preservation led to the Village being rec-
ognized in 2018 as a Tree City USA.

This recognition is a genuine reflection of 
Homer Glen’s stewardship of a sustain-
able community, which will be crucial as 
the Village plans for future growth.  Rec-
ommendations that support the Village’s tree preservation 
efforts are provided at the end of this chapter.

CONSERVATION DESIGN
Following the adoption of its first Comprehensive Plan in 
2005, the Village enacted its Conservation Design Ordinance 
in 2006 to provide an innovative policy to support the 
protection of the natural environment and open space.  At 
its initial adoption, the ordinance was viewed as one of the 
strongest such policies in the nation and is still positioned as 
the only ordinance in Illinois to require mandatory compli-
ance by developers, with no incentives or bonuses afforded.

In general, the Conservation Design Ordinance requires 20% 
to 50% of new residential development of at least 10 acres to 
be set aside as permanent, dedicated, and publicly-owned 
open space.  Cluster development is the typical approach 
utilized to maximize open space, which help to advance the 
Emerald Necklace concept. when adjacent properties can 
be strung together and connected via trails.  Other benefits 
include protected wildlife corridors, scenic vistas, and less 
impervious surfaces, which lead to reduced flooding and 
improved recharge of groundwater aquifers.

Over time, however, the Conservation Design Ordinance is 
perceived as being overly restrictive, resulting in very little 
growth in new residential development in Homer Glen.  
While the ordinance contains elements that should be 
retained, Chapter 12 outlines potential amendments that the 
Village can explore to make the ordinance less of a hin-
drance and advance sensible growth in the future.
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FIGURE 11.2
EMERALD NECKLACE MAP
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AGRICULTURAL LAND: Whether still 
used for farming or otherwise, agri-

cultural land provides for undeveloped 
areas that can serve as a green buffer, 

particularly at the southern end of Village 
to prevent the encroachment of adjacent 

development and minimize sprawl.

FOREST PRESERVES &
NATURAL AREAS: Unlike 
agricultural land that is primarily 
located on the outer edges of 
the Village, open spaces like for-
est preserves, natural areas, and 
parks are dispersed throughout 
Homer Glen.  In addition, they 
vary in size from a few acres to 
over 100 acres.  These elements 
serve as “green” breaks in the 
generally developed community, 
providing spaces for recreation 
and preservation of the natural 
environment.

TRAILS: Trails serve as the connective 
element that weaves through the commu-
nity to link parks, forest preserves, and open 

spaces, which enables people to access these 
outdoor areas for recreation and solace.
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Our commitment to minimizing light pollution in our Our commitment to minimizing light pollution in our 
community is a great asset and one that contributes community is a great asset and one that contributes 
to our quality of life. Once lost, we can never get to our quality of life. Once lost, we can never get 
it back, so thank you for your continuing efforts in it back, so thank you for your continuing efforts in 
protecting our environment.protecting our environment.

“ “

- Ken Lomasney, Homer Glen

DARK SKIES
Just as Homer Glen is a leader in conservation design and 
tree preservation, the Village is renowned for its outdoor 
lighting ordinance, including recognition by the State of 
Illinois in 2008 and national attention for raising greater 
awareness to light pollution.  By reducing the impacts of 
light pollution and preserving the importance of the night 
sky, Homer Glen is able to host stargazing events and 
recognized as one of the few cities across the nation as 
a Dark Sky Community.  This commitment to dark skies 
will continue to play an influential role in guiding sensible 
growth in Homer Glen, including the continued enforce-
ment of the Village’s Outdoor Lighting Ordinance.

RECOMMENDATIONS

• Implement the Design Guidelines 
for Sustainability and Development 
(Chapter 12)

• Create and implement a greenway 
plan

• Review and update the Village’s 
codes and ordinances, where appropriate, to 
ensure certain green initiatives are codified to 
support enforcement efforts

• Encourage private landowners to designate 
sensitive natural resource areas as conservation 
easements

• Utilize LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environ-
mental Design) standards for all new buildings 
and facilities

• Work with ComEd to identify appropriate land-
scaping and management techniques to protect 
and enhance habitat functions of major utility 
rights-of-way

• Guide development in a manner that preserves 
an “Emerald Necklace” that forms a continuous 
string of open space around Homer Glen that 
links trails, forest preserves, natural areas, and 
agricultural land

• Periodically review the Village’s Outdoor Lighting 
Ordinance to make any amendments that further 
strengthen the standards

The recommendations above are keyed into the overall 
Implementation PlanImplementation Plan provided in Chapter 13Chapter 13, which outlines 
details such as phasing, partners, and potential funding 
resources to support Village officials in putting the Homer 
Glen Comprehensive Plan Update into action.

IMPLEMENTATION ACTION PLANIMPLEMENTATION ACTION PLAN
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