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Construction of 5 miles of new trails along 159th Street Fiddyment Creek sanitary sewer and 159th Street water main

Major road improvements along 143rd Street and 159th Street provide transportation 
benefits like more efficient mobility and greater access for pedestrians, bicyclists, 
and transit.  In turn, economic development prospects in Homer Glen are 
enhanced with a more multimodal transportation network.  The Village has also 
made progress with its recent history of building infrastructure that proactively 
plans for future growth.  In this way, the Village has been highly responsive to the 
community’s needs and has continued to build upon key priorities for utilities and 
infrastructure, as listed below. 

WATER  & SANITARY INFRASTRUCTURE
Water and sanitary data attributes such as location, mate-
rial, and sizing are not available for public dissemination, as 
required by the private company managing these utilities, 
Illinois American Water Co.  The privatization of water by this 
company has made it difficult for the VIllage to obtain reliable 
data, increasing the difficulty of identifying data that can be 
disseminated publicly to aid in proper long-range planning.

Village-owned sewer and water utilities cover limited 
geographies within the Village.  The overwhelming majority 
of sewer and water are served by Illinois American Water Co., 
except for Fiddyment Creek sanitary sewer and 159th Street 

KEY INFRASTRUCTURE PRIORITIES 
• Improving roadway connectivity and safety

• Adding to existing trails, pedestrian paths, and recre-
ational cycling infrastructure

• Maintaining local road improvements and expanding the 
roadway network

However, one of the Village’s most pressing challenges 
is the privatization of water and sanitary infrastructure.  
Homer Glen’s residential water rates far exceed those 
of its neighbors, which is an ongoing challenge for the 
community.  Homer Glen is part of a community water 
agency seeking to acquire future water infrastructure.
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FIGURE 10.1
STORMWATER MAIN LOCATIONS

Sewer main extension along Fiddyment Creek

Water and sewer extensions to Village’s western border

water main.  The following provides a 
summary of Village vs. privatized utilities:

• Water: Water is limited to the 159th Street 

corridor, from Cedar Road to Gougar 
Road.

• Sanitary: Fiddyment Creek Sanitary 

Sewer is limited to the Cedar Road and 
Gougar Road corridors.

• Water Lift Stations: There are 26 lift 

stations that are primarily outsourced 
to Illinois American Co., which has led to 
challenges with rights and access.

• Stormwater: Underground storm sewers 
serve a large portion, roughly 67 linear 
miles, within Homer Glen and consists of 
drainage ditches and man-made de-
tention ponds.  New developments are 
required to provide stormwater manage-
ment facilities according to the Village’s 
current ordinances. 

It is recommended that the Village work 
together with Illinois American Water Co. to 
identify and model existing infrastructure 
that will be needed to evaluate future 
development opportunities.  Primary 
projects are located along Bell Road, 
151st Street, and 159th Street. Greater 
coordination between these entities is 
necessary to plan for the Village’s future 
infrastructure needs.

STORMWATER INFRASTRUCTURE
Homer Glen’s stormwater systems are 
characterized by groupings of water 
mains near large subdivisions, as shown 
in the map in Figure 10.1.  This type of 
decentralized stormwater system is 
difficult to manage as the community 
matures and the population increases.  
Although this approach towards 
stormwater met the Village’s needs to 
date, in the medium- to longer-term, 
it is recommended that many of these 
water main extensions are connected 
and consolidated under a more cohesive 
stormwater management plan. 
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FIGURE 10.2
PRIVATE WATER SYSTEM OWNERSHIP BY STATEIllinois American Water facilities on Parker Road (top) and Bell Road (bottom)

SEWER & WATER SYSTEM TRANSITION
TRANSITIONING FROM A PRIVATIZED SYSTEM TO A 
MUNICIPALLY OWNED & OPERATED SYSTEM

The privatization of municipal water systems experienced 
a heavy increase in the years following the Great Recession 
of 2008.  As municipalities struggled to address their fiscal 
shortfalls, they were enticed to give up control of many 
of their utilities, including water systems, to private firms.  
The rate of water privatization increased further after Flint, 
Michigan’s municipal water issues became national news 
in 2015.  Figure 10.2 shows how common municipal water 
privatization became by the time Homer Glen’s water rates 
began to soar in 2017.

Although Illinois ranks lower than all of its neighboring 
states in terms of private water system ownership, it still 
had 13% of its water systems privatized by 2017, including 
Homer Glen.  Illinois American serves four other southwest 
suburban communities and another private water company, 
Aqua Ilinois, serves other South Suburbs, including University 
Park where it has been recently embroiled in a controversy 
related to lead in their water.  As communities throughout 
the South Suburbs and elsewhere throughout the country 
have grappled with increasing water rates at the hands of 
private company water utility ownership and management, 
a number of them have begun to regain control of their 
water utilities from private companies. 

As summarized on the right, there are three alternatives 
that Homer Glen may consider as it seeks to bring its 
community’s water rates down closer to the median water 
prices for the region.

• Alternative 1: Buy Back Option:Alternative 1: Buy Back Option:  The most obvious option 
is that the Village could choose to buy back their mu-
nicipal water system from Illinois American.  This is 
something that Peoria, Illinois, considers every five years, 
based on their original franchise agreement from 1889.  
Although it is enticing to regain control of its water sys-
tem, it would take a heavy upfront investment by Homer 
Glen to purchase its water system back, which may not 
be feasible at this time.

• Alternative 2: Legal Action:Alternative 2: Legal Action:  The second option is for the 
Village to pursue legal complaints against Illinois Amer-
ican claiming breach of contract.  The financial windfall 
associated with winning such a case could assist with 
the financing of buying back their water system so that it 
would return to municipal control.

• Alternative 3: Commissioned Study:Alternative 3: Commissioned Study:  The third option is 
to commission a study to determine whether buying 
back its water system is a good use of public resources.  
Peoria commissioned a study by a regional watchdog, 
CEO Council, in 2016 to help their City Council decide if 
they should buy back their water utilities.  This may be a 
more reasonable step for Homer Glen to pursue, since 
it provides a more detailed and nuanced analysis of the 
costs and benefits of such a buy back.  Furthermore, 
these types of studies bring in a greater perspective of 
potential obstacles and challenges that may come up 
during a buy back, including a better understanding 
of the staffing allocations that would be necessary to 
provide ongoing management and maintenance of their 
water system.  These types of studies often result in 
detailed due diligence studies, which can cost as much 
as $400,000 in the case of Peoria’s more recent study.  
However, these more measured approaches to deter-
mining next steps for repurchasing a water system by 
the public sector are far less costly than pursuing legal 
action and provides a more measured intermediate step 
prior to committing to a buy back.
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ROADWAY CONNECTIVITY & SAFETY
The Village has noted the lack of north and south arterial 
connections.  Much of the community connectivity is inter-
rupted by subdivisions or disjointed arterials that are imped-
ed by lack of continued access.  It is recommended that as 
the population increases in the medium- to longer-term, 
north-south arterials are provided with increased invest-
ment to support both residential and business-oriented 
vehicle traffic.

The map in Figure 10.3 provides a summary of key infra-
structure investments and major roadway connectivity 
features.

MOBILITY NETWORKS
Development projects are already focused on improving 
and expanding connectivity of disjointed pedestrian access 
and bike trails.  The 159th Street expansion is completed with 
more bike facilities joining Will Cook Road to Gougar Road.  
The existing roadway infrastructure construction projects 
have prioritized mobility networks for pedestrians and bicy-
cles, with the Village encouraging the continued prioritiza-
tion of these investments in the future.

TELECOMMUNICATION
Having a robust and adequate telecommunications system 
nowadays is often considered a critical utility, along with 
electricity, water, and sewer.

According to the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) 
Broadband map, there are three broadband providers in the 
Village: AT&T, EarthLink, and Xfinity Comcast with speeds up 
to 987 megabits per second (Mbps).  It is worth noting that 
telecommunications carriers categorize networks using the 
following grades:

• Consumer Grade: Networks that work but are not opti-
mized for operating under extreme weather conditions or 
human interference;

• Enterprise Grade: Networks that are designed for flexibility, 
reliability, and customization; and,

• Carrier Grade: Networks specifically designed to support 
mission-critical applications for telecom carriers.

While much of Homer Glen currently has Consumer grade 
internet, businesses and educational institutions rely on En-
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Esri, HERE, Garmin, © OpenStreetMap contributors, and the GIS user
community

FIGURE 10.3
KEY INFRASTRUCTURE INVESTMENTS MAP
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  exisiting trail system 
  development projects
  roadway improvements
  Water / sewer projects
  bike / pedestrian access

TRAFFIC SIGNAL |  
Potential traffic signal

143RD ST & GOUGAR RD |  
Industrial Park 

development with left/
right turn signal lanes

143RD ST  CORRIDOR |  
Widening to 4-lanes 
with center turn lane

159TH ST  CORRIDOR |  
Water main and sanitary 

sewer infrastructure 
project, new water 

hookups, 5-lane expansion

BELL RD CORRIDOR 
5-lane road expansion, 

including middle turn lane,  
Phase 1: 0.5-mile gap piece 

(Completed/May 2019) 
. Phase 2: right of way 

project, requires utilities 
(expected mid 2020), in 
partnership with IDOT 

151ST ST CORRIDOR |  
2-lane to 3-lane 

conversion with cross-
section, signal installation 

upgrades, funded by 
federal dollars  

CEDAR RD |  
Roadway upgrades 

(complete) 
Bridge replacement 
over Spring Creek

LEMONT RD |  
Sanitary Sewer tied to 
Lockport (expected in 

the future)

GAP AREA DEVELOPMENT |  
Potential property development 

and utility service for Village’s 
“gap areas” 

CEDAR RD |  
Potential extension 
143rd to 151st Streets

BIKE PATHS |  
Expansion of paths 
along 159th St. Trail, 

167th St. trail will 
connect to other 

trails, and potentially 
a path along 143rd St.

PEDESTRIAN ACCESS |  
potential access along 

159th, budget dependent

FLYOVER BRIDGE |  
Potential Canton Farm 

Flyover bridge
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SMALL CELL TECHNOLOGY
- Small antennas on a pole
- Small cells ideally attached to light poles,
  utility poles, or traffic signals
- Low antenna mounting height: 15’ to 40’
- Targeted area range: 300’ to 700’
- Typical equipment consists of two pole-
  mounted radios with two or three panel
  antennas
- Fiber connected to nearest macro
- Separate electric line

RECOMMENDATIONS

• Explore opportunity for regional 
stormwater detention facilities

• Promote best management prac-
tices for stormwater management 
to assure that new developments 
do not contribute runoff that 
increases off-site flooding or 
degrade water quality in surface or groundwater 
system

• Identify existing infrastructure that will be needed 
to evaluate future development opportunities

• Continue to evaluate options to transition the 
water system from Illinois American Water to a 
municipally owned and operated system

• Establish a more cohesive stormwater manage-
ment plan

• Continue to complete sewer extension projects to 
the Village’s unserved areas

• Conduct studies of north-south arterials to 
support both residential and business-oriented 
vehicle traffic generated by population growth

The recommendations above are keyed into the overall 
Implementation PlanImplementation Plan provided in Chapter 12Chapter 12, which outlines 
details such as phasing, partners, and potential funding 
resources to support Village officials in putting the Homer 
Glen Comprehensive Plan Update into action.

IMPLEMENTATION ACTION PLANIMPLEMENTATION ACTION PLAN

terprise grade networks and often make location decisions 
based on the availability of the broadband infrastructure and 
the grade.  Additionally, many critical systems and business-
es require redundant fiber, which is a backup in the event 
that the original telecommunications source is interrupted.  
Public safety, data centers, hospitals, research facilities, food 
processing, and cold storage are just a few that often require 
redundant fiber. 

If the Village wishes to attract certain industries, the tele-
communications network capacity and availability will most 
certainly play an important role in attracting new businesses.  
Enterprise grade, specifically gigabit internet capabilities, are 
essential for Homer Glen to compete with neighboring sub-
urbs in attracting large, top tier employers.  It is recommend-
ed that the Village actively pursue federal and state funding 
to advance efforts toward the necessary fiber infrastructure 
installation to support business retention, attraction, and 
expansion.

As shown in the graphic below, small cells including wireless 
carriers like Verizon are anticipating the need to add small 
antennas on light poles.  In order to issue small cell permits 
as part of light pole locations, the Village has proactively cre-
ated a street light locating application and is in the process of 
training field workers to collect street light data.
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